BERNARDS TOWNSHIP EDUCATION FOUNDATION
oy JUNE 2026 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents, Educators, and Community Members,

The BTEF is wrapping up our first year with all the pomp and circumstance to
celebrate awarding $45,000 worth of teacher-requested grants across the district that
will directly impact nearly 35 classrooms and thousands of students for years to come.

On Tuesday 6/16 and Wednesday 6/17, students and teachers saw and heard (those
cowbells are hard to miss!!) the BTEF team along with our Superintendent, Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum, and building administration surprise grant recipients in
their classrooms.

Beyond the 12 sponsored grants, our first Educator Grant cycle created something we
hadn't anticipated. It created synergy, conversation, and active collaboration across
the entire district. One grant application requested a laminator with which teachers
could create lasting classroom resources. After reading the application, the BOE office
generously donated their own, giving BTEF the ability to sponsor more grants.

The BTEF Educator Grant is unique because the process allows teachers to use
their expertise and experience to ask for project funding that fosters creativity,
curiosity, and innovation in their classrooms. We received 21 applications from
across the district. See what we are funding below!




More from GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT DAY on

www.bernardsTEF.org



FUNDED EDUCATOR GRANTS:

INTERACTIVE PERIODIC DISPLAY:

WHAT: A large periodic table display that contains samples of all elements that are
safe enough to contain within a 2 x 2 transparent acrylic box. Each element sample
can be handled separately by students and staff. The BTEF has funded 52 elements
this year, and has committed to funding the remaining elements for the 26-27 school
year.

IMPACT: 5 Chemistry classrooms and 4 Biology classrooms annually at Ridge. Can
also be used in WAMS science classes.

PROJECT ADVENTURE:

WHAT: Low element course for the famous Project Adventure P.E. class. These are
challenges that do not require climbing equipment and are no more than 4 feet off the
ground. These activities provide the safety structure and opportunity for individual and
team growth to build up to the higher elements.

IMPACT: All incoming freshmen, sophomores who opt in 4th marking period and 80
junior and senior students who assist in the curriculum administration, annually.

DESKTOP CNC:

WHAT: A Makera Carvera Desktop CNC with the 4- axis and laser bundle to expand
hands-on learning opportunities in robotics, engineering, and design courses. This
machine will help introduce students to modern manufacturing processes like CNC
machining, laser engraving, and multi-axis fabrication, while building skills in design
thinking, precision engineering, and problem-solving. This grant enables access
to industry-relevant tools that are not typically attainable within a standard school
budget while preparing students for future careers in advanced manufacturing and
engineering.

300+ students annually from introductory technology courses to advanced
engineering pathways.

RIDGE PRODUCTIONS:

WHAT: Lenovo 16” ThinkPad P16s Gen 4 Laptop. This laptop will address the club’s
limited ability to work from home to produce content, enabling members to work more
efficiently and devote additional time to creating high-quality content. The purpose of
the laptop is to enable Ridge Productions to sustain its operations and expand the
creation of new content for Ridge High School and the broader district community.
Since its inception, Ridge Productions has served as a student-driven media platform,
empowering students to produce content that reflects their experiences at RHS while
also documenting and highlighting community events. Ride Productions supports
Ridge athletic teams through game and match photography. They also partner with the
RHS Drama Club, documenting performances through both photography and video.
IMPACT: Students in the club as well as the community at large, annually.



STEM MAKERS:

WHAT: Tools that help students engage and collaborate through the engineering
design process to discover and innovate.
e LenoChompSaw Bundle: small, safe machine that cuts cardboard and includes
angle and circle guides
e MakeDo Invent Kit: Low-tech tools that allow for safe cutting, folding and
connection of cardboard
o MakeyMakey: Invention kit that turns everyday objects into interactive
computer inputs, allowing users to control programs using conductive materials
e 3Dux STEM Bundle: STEM materials to scaffold activities including no-tech
hands-on engineering challenges, circuits, LED lighting and motorized
characters
IMPACT: K-5 students at Liberty Corner School- currently 448 students annually
through Quest.

DECODABLE READERS FOR KINDERGARTEN:

WHAT: Jump Rope Decodable Readers sets (published through Heinemann) for all
four Kindergarten classrooms to support systematic, phonics-based reading
instruction. These texts will allow students to apply taught phonics skills directly in
connected text, building accuracy, fluency and confidence as readers.

IMPACT: All Kindergarten students at LCS annually. This project directly impacts all
students in the classroom by providing equitable access to developmentally
appropriate reading materials that align with the science of reading. It will also support
intervention efforts for struggling readers and help close early literacy gaps.

BTEF BONUS: This application through our grant process has brought the benefits of
these decodable readers to the BOE, and it will now be purchased for all district
Kindergarten classrooms.

ENRICH SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

WHAT: Themed learning centers (grocery store, dress-up, light up tables for
exploration, props, and literacy-connected play kits). Teachers will intentionally
integrate dramatic play into the daily schedule, rotating themed centers to align with
curriculum units and student interests. Students will have structured and free-choice
play opportunities throughout the week, with teachers facilitating language
development and social skills during play interactions.

IMPACT: 80 students across all kindergarten classrooms at OSS annually. This
population includes children from diverse socioeconomic, cultural and linguistic
backgrounds, some of whom may have limited access to enriching play experiences
outside of school.

SOCIAL STUDIES ON THE GO

WHAT: 152 books, 18 games and 13 reference items to be made into take-home kits
that align to key units of study, including the American Revolution, Founding Fathers,
Civics, Economics, Civil Rights, Westward Expansion, Indigenous People, Civil War
and Geography. Each kit will focus on a single social studies theme and include a
variety of engaging resources such as nonfiction books, maps, games and historical
fiction picture books.

IMPACT: These reusable kits will directly enhance the Grade 5 social studies
curriculum. In conjunction, it will support 24% of the school population who come from
homes where English is not the first language. This resource will support families in
understanding American history and civics by providing accessible resources that build
background knowledge and confidence to support learning at home.




EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING FOR KINDERGARTEN

WHAT: Various materials that provide structured opportunities that intentionally
develop executive functioning skills within daily instruction. Materials are designed to
enhance existing curriculum areas while explicitly supporting the development of
self-regulation, independence, and flexible thinking. This grant will enhance several
components of the Kindergarten curriculum. ltems include dramatic play
costumes/props, magna-tiles and structured games, recordable buttons, wobble
cushions, wobble chairs, flex-space independent floor workspace bundles with floor
chairs and desks, cash register, sensory spheres, beanbag chair, visual timers, and
career costumes (vet, pilot, doctor, astronaut, mail carrier, chef, etc),

IMPACT: 20 or more Kindergarten students in one classroom, annually.

POWER OF PAGES

WHAT: 80 books to expand the 5th grade library. Independent reading books will
support the development of reading habits and encourage students to become lifelong
readers. Additional books will be used supplement and strength instruction across
multiple units throughout the year including writing realistic fiction, informational
writing, narrative nonfiction, social studies and science.

IMPACT: Three fifth grade classrooms, about 60-65 students annually.

MOVE TO LEARN: PROMOTING ON-TASK BEHAVIOR

WHAT: 8 Kinnebars. These under desk classroom foot swings will be used to increase
student focus, engagement, and self-regulation through structured access to
movement-based supports during the school day.

IMPACT: Students ages 5-10, diagnosed with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This project will directly impact 8
current students, but the Kinnebars are extremely sturdy and will be used for many
years to come.

K-5 RESOURCES FOR MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS

WHAT: Supplies and resources for multilingual learners in grades K-5 to use at home
and at school to support families that lack funding to purchase them. Resources
include: core books from the ELA curriculum translated into Mandarin, Korean,
Portuguese, Spanish and other high- need languages; bilingual story books; high
interest graphic novels; take-home family learning kits; and math and language
manipulatives. Our ESL teachers have noticed gaps in access to meaningful learning
resources for these learners. This lack makes it harder for these students to practice
and build confidence outside of school. The materials funded by the BTEF will help
bridge that gap by providing students with accessible and language supportive
resources both in school and at home.

IMPACT: K-5 multilingual learners in the Bernards school district.

This could not be possible without generous donations from our community and
businesses. The BTEF has started raising funds for the 26-27 grant cycle. If you
have business and are interested in partnering with us, email
admin@bernardsTEF.org to inquire about Sponsorship packages. Otherwise,
DONATE today! www.bernardsTEF.org




KUDOS AND THANK YOU TO OUR 25-26 FOUNDING
TEAM

Co- Presidents & Youth Initiative: Esther Kau and Suniti Patel
Secretary: Liz Ferrar

Treasurer: Yvonne Young

BOE Liaison & Golden Hour Chair: Guddia Singh
Website Development Chair: Azadeh Samadani
Youth Initiative Faculty Advisor: Jaclyn Coyne
PTO Liaison: Desiree Noland

Print Marketing Chair: Anu Gupta

Sponsorship Chair: Sarika Mandalia
Fundraising Chair: Tanya Silas

Events Chair: Noelle Roberti

External Grants Chair: Anasuya Ghosh

Alumni Outreach Chair: Neha Naik

Community Outreach Chair: Scott Kelson

Social Media: Grace Kessler

Youth Initiative President: Tulasi Bonda

We couldn’t have done this without our Chairs and volunteers!
JOIN OUR TEAM

If you’ve been looking at us from the sidelines, it's time to join the fun! The BTEF is
committed to preparing our students for brighter futures and we need YOU! Email us

at admin@bernardsTEF.org.

it T Mark your calendars!! 7 5%

[0 October 17th: Our Youth Initiative is bringing something
spooky and STEM related to Ridge High School and you don’t want to miss
out! Save the date and stay tuned...!

(O March/April 2027: BTEF Gala

With sincere gratitude,
Bernards Township Education Foundation

DONATE
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